To the editor:

The main function of the bladder is to store and excrete urine in a personally and socially acceptable manner while not harming the upper urinary tract. Although bladder failure can suggest compromise of one or both bladder functions, it generally implies failure in excretion via decreased bladder contraction. Research on nerve stimulation and stem cell transplantation has generated excitement in the past but has yet to produce any clinically significant therapy. This is probably a consequence of the complex nature of the voiding process, which goes further than our current understanding. What is urgent is that the population is aging rapidly and the incidence of bladder failure will inevitably rise rapidly with the aging of the population. Therefore, we need to refocus or share the attention paid to the bladder that is \"overactive\" with its \"underactive\" sibling. Perhaps we can borrow ideas from research on heart failure. However we do it, we need to recognize that bladder failure is still a frontier that deserves our attention more than ever.
